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AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAMASCUS 3108 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR 

SUBJECT: SUSPENSION OF PAN AM SERVICE TO DAMASCUS 

MIDDLE EAST DIRECTOR EOR PAN AM, WILLIAM A. HAMAD, INFORMED 
EMBASSY ADMIN OFE TODAY THAT PAN AM SERVICE TO DAMASCUS WOULD CEASE 
EFFECTIVE JUNE 30. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION HE INDICATED 
THAT SARG HAD GRANTED THE OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCES REQUESTED 
BY PAN AM LESS THAN A WEEK AFTER THEY HAD BEEN REQUESTED. 

HE FURTHER INDICATED THAT PAN AM AGENT IN DAMASCUS HAD 
SOUGHT TO HAVE SARG REQUIRE PAN AM LANDING, BUT SARG AVIA- 
TION OFEICIALS POINTED OUT TO PAN AM AGENT THAT CURRENT 
BILATERAL BETWEEN SAR AND U.S. PROVIDED FOR OVER-FLIGHT 
WITHOUT LANDING. ALL PAN AM OFFICES AND OPERATIONS WILL BE 
CLOSED OUT OVER SEVERAL WEEKS BEGINNING JULY 1. 
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